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My experience to Spain this summer was a dream come true. I have spent years teaching 
Spanish and teaching about Latin American and Spanish history without ever traveling to 
Spain. It was especially great to be able to see where the language originated and historical 
events took place.   
 

The University of Salamanca just celebrated its 800th anniversary last year and although it is 
an old establishment, the university is spectacular in its educational environment. Their 
summer international courses are well designed and the extracurricular activities and 
excursions added so much to my cultural enrichment. 
  
The course that I attended was Varieties of Spanish and Spanish for Heritage Speakers. 
There were three courses that were:  Spanish as a Native (Heritage) Language, Evolution of 
Spanish, Spanish Today and Geographical and Social Varieties of Spanish.  Learning the roots 
and origins of the Spanish language as it has evolved through the last few centuries helped me 
to consider how to integrate the historical evolution of the language into my teaching.   
 

The Spanish for Heritage Speakers course was the one I benefited from the most because the 
instructor and the course provided us with many teaching strategies for all of the 
communication modes.  Tools and activities were taught so that I can easily adapt them to my 
teaching and lessons. We received a priceless treasure trove of strategies and tools for 
writing, speaking, listening, and reading activities. 
 

The class on Spanish Today and Geographical and Social Varieties in Spanish was very 
interesting and it taught me to look at the complexity of the language as well as the depth of 
what I teach.  I was able to appreciate how each country or even region creates with the 
language and how it is all valid and very much worth teaching. There is so much richness and 
variety to the Spanish language.  
  
  
I am beyond grateful for the opportunity to have traveled to Spain because I learned so much 
about their culture, history, and language.  Most of all, I am extremely grateful for the 
experience because I am not the same teacher that I was when I boarded the plane to Spain. 
My academic, linguistic, and professional knowledge and expertise grew exponentially over 
the short time I was in Spain. The scholarship did for me exactly what it was designed to do; 
professional and educational development in a richly designed and cultural experience.  
  
 
 


